
Eighth Grade ELA/YCP and Social Studies Syllabus
Welcome to your eighth grade year in Youth Cinema Project (YCP)!  In order to become a 21st Century
scholar and thinker, you must learn to read and write in a variety of texts. This class will help you achieve
literacy for college and career readiness as well as prepare you for a skill in the Theater Arts. YCP
curriculum is aligned with English and VAPA Standards. Every student, no matter his or her academic
background, writes from experience, learns the value of their voice and promotes their ideas, verbally and
in writing. YCP students learn graduate-level concepts and decide how to apply them to their films, while
collaborating and problem solving with their peers. At the end of the year, students showcase their final
screening in a professional Hollywood setting. This class will also incorporate U.S History lessons; the
curriculum is aligned with the Social Studies Standards and will support students in developing empathy
of self and others while learning U.S. historical content.

Eighth Grade YCP Teacher:
Sheryl Vollers Pinard
Room: 220    Email:  spinard@nmcusd.org    Phone:  (831) 633-3391 ext. 3141

Required Curriculum:
✔ Language of Literature textbook, McDougal Littell (copies of short stories and poetry

will be provided)

✔ Novel: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
✔ Novel: The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
✔ Poem: The Hill We Climb by Amanda Gorman
✔ A Young People’s History of the United State by Howard Zinn

2020-2021 Academic School Year: The curriculum schedule is designed to build your
communication, collaborative, creative, & critical thinking skills in order to prepare you for the rigors of
high school and beyond.

First Semester
✔ “Charles” Unit

o Narrative Study
o Script Writing

Expository: “Catfishing”
✔ “The Tell-Tale Heart” Unit

o Figurative Language
o Script Writing

Expository: Schizophrenia
✔ Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry PART ONE

o Characterization
o Script Writing

Second Semester
✔ Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry PART TWO

o Theme
Expository: MLK, Jr.

✔ Poetry Unit
o Rhyme and Metrics
o Poetry Writing & Reading

Expository: Courage
✔ The Outsiders

o Characterization
o Five paragraph Essay

Expository: Class Struggle

In Addition: You will be required to read a novel of your choice every 4 weeks and respond to it
through Literature Circle Discussions.

Social Studies Enduring Understanding and Essential Question: If students understand that
every event has multiple points of view supporting or conflicting each other, then how do multiple
perspectives add to the telling of an event?
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https://youthcinemaproject.org/about/
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/vapacontentstds.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/hs/


Portfolio: You will have an opportunity to collect major projects and writing assignments in Google
classroom.  Also, a working portfolio will be kept in the classroom. This collection of work will serve as
a way for you to monitor your progress and reflect on your academic growth throughout the year.

Grading: You are expected to keep track of your scored assignments in Google classroom and
through the online grade book. You will receive a progress report midway through each quarter.  At the
end of each quarter, report cards will be sent home.  If at any time you are curious about your grade,
check your progress through the online gradebook or schedule an appointment with me.

Scale:
A:  100-90%
B:  89-80%
C:  79-70%
D:  69-60%
F:  59-0%

Weight of Grades:

Assessments: 80%
Classwork: 20%

Work at Home Policy: You are expected to check your student email and Google Classroom in
the morning and in the afternoon (twice a day) for important updates and reminders. Assignments are to
be completed in a timely manner in accordance with “due dates.” You must also make sure you practice
using the “turn in” or “submit” buttons on Google Classroom or other online platforms in order for your
work to be scored. Daily Powerpoints will be available to you in Google Classroom in case you’d like to
review the day’s learning and/or need to make up work.

Negative Consequences:
1. Warning
2. Time Out Chair
3. Buddy Room/Parent contact
4. Referral to administration

Positive Consequences:
1. Verbal Praise
2. Postcard/Positive call to parent
3. “Swag in a Bag”
4. “Catcha Tickets”=Extra Credit

Absences & Contact: You must attend class regularly. If you or your parent/guardian is not in
contact with me or the office for three consecutive days, further administrative action will be taken.

Required Materials:
✔ 2” Three Ring Binder
✔ Dividers for all classes
✔ Binder Paper
✔ Black Pens
✔ Sharpened Pencils

✔ 5 different color Highlighters or
Pens

✔ Color pencils (12 pack)
✔ Erasers
✔ Chromebook

Planner Use: You and your parents/Guardian will be notified of important announcements and
deadlines via district all calls.   In addition, your child will using their NMCMS planner in order to keep
track of important due dates.

Student signature: ______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature: _______________________________________________
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